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TREE TIMETREE TIME
Strawberries and Cream

This mushroom goes by many names: strawberries and cream, the bleeding tooth 

fungus, devil’s tooth, or according to a kid friend, Dracula’s snacks.  Officially 

Hydnellum peckii, the name honors Charles Horton Peck, an American mycologist who 

described nearly 2700 North American fungi species. 

The first time I saw H. peckii was on a field trip with Freeman Rowe’s famous Lane 

Community College class. I was amazed–a beautiful flat topped glob of  white flesh 

with drops of  red juice on top. Was it an alien, a dropped pastry, 

an alien pastry?! Freeman identified it as bleeding tooth fungi , 

Hydnellum diabolicus, the Latin name he’d learned for it. Once 

back in the classroom, he corrected it to the modern name of  

Hydnellum peckii, disappointing as compared to H. diabolicus, the 

diabolical tooth fungus–a name that fit the mushroom. As fall 

progressed, the strawberry pastries in the woods disappeared into 

the confusing number of  brown toothed fungi everywhere in the 

forest. It took me years to be able to tell the tooth fungi apart once 

they got old.

When young it is soft and bright white, with red blood-like 

droplets on top and tiny teeth underneath, so named “strawberries 

and cream” as it looks like a strawberry Danish on the forest floor. 

It even has a sweet, nutty odor. It grows into a large, brown, tough 

funnel, with short thick spines on the underside. It grows quickly 

and around things it encounters, incorporating twigs, shrubs, 

plants, leaves and needles into its body. If  it encounters another 

of  its species, they will fuse into a single giant fruiting body. As it 

ages, it turns darker and darker until it rots to black. It has brown spores which seem to 

be released later in the season, once it has turned brown.

Hydnellum peckii is mycorrhizal with trees in the Pinaceae family (hemlock, spruce, 
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Mount Pisgah Arboretum is a nonprofit 

organization with a mission to engage 

people with nature through interactive 

learning and stewardship. 

Mount Pisgah Arboretum is located 

on the traditional homelands of  the 

Kalapuya people. The Kalapuya people 

were forcibly dispossessed of  their 

homeland and moved to reservations 

in western Oregon by the United States 

government following treaties in the 

1850’s. Today the Kalapuya people are 

largely citizens of  the Confederated 

Tribes of  Grand Ronde and the 

Confederated Tribes of  Siletz Indians. 

We acknowledge that the Arboretum 

is on occupied lands, and express our 

respect for the Kalapuya. We humbly 

honor their past, present, and future, and 

are committed to finding meaningful 

ways to recognize their enduring legacy 

in the region.
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Douglas-fir, true firs, and pines), trading minerals and amino acids for fixed carbon 

from the trees. It occurs throughout Europe and North America, with some recent 

sightings in Iran and Korea. In places with summer rains, it fruits in late summer, but in 

the Pacific Northwest it fruits in the fall. It likes sandy soils and a humid environment. 

Around here you’ll find it at the coast growing near the dunes and in the forest that 

grows over the old dunes. Further inland, it grows in the forests on volcanic ash soils, 

such as the ash from Mt. Mazama. As you go east, where it is drier, you’ll find it 

near creeks. It doesn’t like disturbance so it is more often found in older forests. After 

logging, it can take decades to return. 

What are the red droplets all about? Called guttation, as the mushrooms are growing 

too much water may enter the mycelium via osmosis, and the increased water pressure 

forces liquid to the surface of  the fungus. As it moves through the fungus, water 

picks up pigments and other metabolites, creating the red droplets. The droplets of  

H. peckii have anti-coagulant properties, similar to the drug heparin, which is used to 

prevent clots. The true purpose of  the red drops is currently unknown, but theories 

abound including that the droplets may be a way for the mycelium to dispose of  toxic 

metabolites, or that insects may drink the drops for beneficial purposes and spread the 

spores.

Hydnellum peckii is not edible, being too tough and acrid to eat. It’s like eating a coconut 

husk that is burning your mouth, not that I’ve ever tried it. The pharmaceutical 

industry is investigating compounds derived from Hydnellum peckii as cancer and 

dementia treatments. Prized by natural dyers, it can make teal blue on wool when old 

fruiting bodies are cooked with ammonia or soda ash to raise the pH. 

What can you do you to help keep this mushroom around? Like with all mycorrhizal 

mushrooms, the habitat of  the host trees must be maintained. When gathering these 

mushrooms for dye, collect only for your own use. Take only the old ones that have 

already dropped their spores (they make better dye anyway), and don’t take all you find 

or collect from the same place year after year. 

Enjoy their beauty! Be pleased with yourself  for identifying them. I love Hydnellum 

peckii for its changing appearance throughout the mushroom season, like some kind of  

shape-shifter, how it incorporates other things into its body, its soft spines, and sweet, 

kind of  plasticky smell. Someday I’m going to make art by seeing what the mushroom 

will grow around.

Mushroom Festival 2023
Sunday, October 29th
10am-5pm

In Association with Cascade Mycological 
Society and Lane Community College

Advance Tickets Required: 
tinyurl.com/MPAmushfest

mailto:office@mountpisgaharboretum.org
www.mountpisgaharboretum.org
facebook.com/mountpisgaharboretum


iNaturalist 

Mycoblitz!

Photo by August Jackson

Upload your photo observations 

of fungi (including lichens) in 

Lane County to iNaturalist 

from October 19th-28th. Your 

photos will be identified by 

experts, and these observations 

will compliment the mushroom 

display for this year's Festival! 
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Photo by August Jackson

Check out the project here: 

tinyurl.com/mycoblitz23 “The Arboretum is such a special place to our community, and being a board member 

has allowed me to give back a fraction of  the joy the park has brought me through the 

years. The park has (quite literally) been a breath of  fresh air throughout my life, and 

I’ve made so many memories here. As the world changes, the Arboretum continues to 

grow and develop, and I’m grateful to be able to serve this organization however I can.”

Sally Stender Kesey joined the Arboretum Board in 

2019 and has been an engaged and pragmatic voice 

on our Board from the beginning. Serving as Vice 

President, and now President, she has led the Board 

through some challenging considerations with a lot of  

work and commitment. She has brought a full palette 

of  skills to our table, and the Arboretum is the richer 

for them. Board service is essential for any non-profit 

to exist. The Board oversees financial decisions and 

crafts the vision for how an organization will meet 

its mission. These volunteers step up to make our 

community stronger, committing to a three-year term, 

and we are grateful for their time and participation.

Board Spotlight                                                                    

by Leisha Wood, Development Manager

Summer at the Arboretum is an exhilarating time, as community members use this 

space in so many ways. For us it means hosting & providing summer programming for 

local youth. And for me it’s been wonderful to see both new & returning faces in our 

Summer Club program! This year we welcomed 3 new Education Interns to bolster 

this program: Avery Smith, Kelsey 

Balcazar, and Isabel McNall. Each 

of  these individuals took the skills 

built on during their brief  hands-on 

training period, and jumped right 

into shadowing and eventually 

leading club programs of  their own. 

From crafting boats for light-hearted 

races along the river, to monitoring 

the persistent nuisances of  wasp 

activity- this summer our program 

was elevated because of  the passion 

and attention our wonderful interns 

brought to it. We are looking forward 

to more programs to come this Fall, 

and opportunities for young adults to 

build on experience and knowledge 

in connecting youth to this incredible 

outdoor space. 

Education Report                                                                           
by Sara Spoden, Education Manager

Photo by Sara Spoden
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We just wrapped up an especially joyous summer out here at the Arboretum. While 

most weekends are occupied by weddings, we are also a resource for so many great 

local organizations. We were lucky enough to host the talented Chamber Music Amici 

again for two back-to-back concerts. The enchanting sound of  piano keys echoing 

off  the oak trees is truly magical. In June we hosted a graduation celebration for high 

school seniors in the Migrant Education Program, and in August held a celebration for 

the teen nature guides in the second year of  a fantastic partnership with the Migrant 

Education Program. In September we hosted the annual harvest party for our friends at 

Plaza de Nuestra Comunidad/Huerto de la Familia, and also made some new friends 

at our first ‘Forest Frolic’ in partnership with Transponder, Cascadia Wildlands, Queer 

Eugene, and Willamette Resources & Educational Network (WREN). Continuing 

with our passion for 

education, we hosted 

Camping 101 classes, 

nature walks, a cooking 

demo, as well as art 

and activities for the 

kids. It was a truly 

delightful day, and we 

are looking forward to 

the partnership growing. 

I would also be remiss 

not to add the honor of  

hosting author Freya 

McGregor for an Access 

Birding workshop aimed 

at making birding and 

outdoor recreation more 

accessible for people with disabilities. We continue to work with diversity at the core of  

our programs, because of  course, everyone belongs in Nature!

Community Events in the Pavilion                                                                         

by B Rothweiler, Venue Manager

Your Support 

Matters

Mount Pisgah Arboretum’s 

strength as an organization comes 

from the generous support of our

members. In this past year, the 

gifts we have received made 

it possible for us to achieve 

innovative educational program 

development, accessible trail 

improvements, and continue 

to manage our habitats and 

facilities. 

As we approach the season 

of gift-giving, please consider 

making a donation to the 

Arboretum to help us sustain 

and grow our work of engaging 

people with nature into the next 

year and beyond.

Photo by August Jackson

Photos by Sara Spoden
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Site Report

Hi! My name is Penny and I am a white 

dog with brown spots. My favorite toy is 

a frisbee and I think that Mount Pisgah 

Arboretum is a very special place. Right 

now, the season just changed to fall 

and this means acorns! The acorns rain 

down on windy days and I give chase as 

they bounce around in the White Oak 

Pavilion lawn. Speaking of  the Pavilion 

lawn, I love to stage dive into the green 

grass and roll around on my back. If  I 

was human this would be a delightful 

place to get married. 

My favorite trail at the Arboretum is the newly improved “accessibility loop”. I see 

dogs (on leashes of  course) of  all shapes and sizes on this trail. Some dogs are small, 

some have missing legs, and some have gray snouts. In addition to delightful smells, 

this trail takes dogs through some of  the best habitats that the Arboretum has to 

offer. The combination of  mature oak savanna next to the Coast Fork Willamette 

River means nest spots for birds, forage for squirrels and chipmunks, and plenty of  

opportunities to watch deer as they graze the meadows and travel to the river for a 

drink. Recent improvements to the trail's surface, slope, and width make the “improved 

access loop” the most approachable trail the Arboretum has to offer. 

I love to visit the office where a big glass jar holds biscuits for “good” dogs. I tell all the 

dogs I meet about this great treat spot, but many humans do not understand. All they 

need to do is go to the window and a delightful human named Mackenzie brings out 

the tastiest biscuits. This Arboretum truly is a magical place.

By Penny, and Connor Reinecke, Facilities Manager

Scarecrow 

Contest!

The scarecrow contest is a beloved 

tradition at the Mushroom 

Festival! Prizes are awarded for 

Outstanding in its Field (best of 

show), Too Ghoul for School (best 

youth entry), Classically Corny 

(funniest), and Most Likely to 

Scare a Crow (scariest), with all 

voting by Festival attendees. Are 

you interested in participating 

in the Scarecrow Contest? 

For more information, Email 

Sara Spoden at education@

mountpisgaharboretum.org

Photos by August Jackson

A thank you note 

from a student on 

a Discovery Tours 

field trip.
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Thank You, Festival Sponsors!

Adam Branchik

Adam Rubino

Amanda Buchanan & Myrenzo 

   Whittaker

Amanda & Kee Zublin

Amanda Svejcar

Amber Kelel

Amy Sibul

Amy Singer

Andrea Douglass & Julian Ibach

Andrew Martin

Angel Barclay

Angela & Brad Weyand

Angela Sanchez

Armondo Sanchez Vasquez

Aubrey Raney Avers Jr

Aurelio Danie Lopez Gonzalez

Becca Lombardo

Bert Rekker

Bianca Lozano

Cailin Krecklow & Sky Muir

Carol Busseau

Caroline Rowell

Cecilia Hernandez

Celeste Jacobi

Celia Pazos

Charlotte Johnson & 

   Daniel Lovejoy

Charlotte White & Adam Bourret

Chelsea Loy

Cheryl Crumbley

Cheryl Warren

Christian Uriel Penaloza 

Christine Craft

Christine Sauer

Christy & Colt Gill

Ciecley & Nathan Bergstrom

Corey Bingaman

Cynthia Johnston

Danielle Vinson & Drew Anderson

David Downing

David Fashena

David Izael Diaz Hernandez

Debra Erickson

Desiree Braziel

Deven Ralke

Diane Burt

Dianna Hallmark

Dov Weinman & Lea Celestial

Elizabeth Miller

Elizabeth Zetlmaier

Emily Peterson

Eric Rasmussen

Eric Villaneda

Erik Chimal

Erika Villegas

Erin Tucholke & Sung Park

Estelle & Denny Birch

Etelbina Ramirez

Eva Krukowski

Evaristo Leon Santiago

Frances Downing & 

   Joseph Gelman 

Francisco Gonzalez Merino

Freedom Perdew

Gene Humphreys

Gerri Almand

Grace Olscamp & Justin Krier

Hanna, Linda, & John Budan

Helen Chisholm

Jacob Dinneen

Jake Babcock

James Westlund

Jan Bohman

Jasmine Noke

Jayme & Jace Annis

Jeanette Simms

Jen Tolman

Jenn & Jeremy Ting

Jenny Laxton

Jesse Feddersen & Paris Franklin

Jessica Raska & Amanda Krieger

Jody Fairchild

John & Sarah Mellgren

John Genet

John Reynolds

Jose Beltran

Jose Cervantes

Joshua & Karli Capp

Juan Nuñez G.

Julia Jordan

Julie & Keith Schneider

Justine & Christopher Valentine

Karen Visser

Katherine Harrison

Kathleen Poole

Kathleen Straub & 

   David Rivera-Vernazza

Katie Prickett

Katie Ryan

Kellie & Ricky Hickson/Sisson 

Kelly & Nicholas Marquez

Kelly Terwilliger

Kendra Ward & Levi Smucker

Kristen Lee & John White

Kristi Olmos

Laurel Hamers

Lea Fenske

Leif  Walston

Linda Motzkin

Linda Southwell

Lisa Oslon

Luis Hidalgo

Luke Walsh

Madeline Wainscott

Madison Tuck & Benjamin Carroll

Magdalena van Leeuwen

Marco Antonio Ramirez Lopez

Maria Salcedo

Marian Friestad

Mario Gomez

Marisa Boren & Stephan St. Denis

Marita Kunkel

Mark Scheid

Mark Whalan

Mary Merkle

Masha Kleshcheva

Megan Johns

Melanie Oommen

Melica Cramer

Melissa Takush

Melynn & Shandon Bates

Michael Townsend

Michele Sharpy

Mike Griffin

Miranda Hulsey-Vincent

Norma Barton

Pat Janke

Pat Stamps

Patrick & Dana Herron

Paul Reser

Rachel Sperry

Rigoberto Jiménez Torrez

Rob Daugherty

Robert Dvorak & Annelise Becker

Rosalba Rodriguez

Sabine Winkler

Samantha Powell

Sandra Glaudin

Sarah Capper

Sarah Hunt & Jacob Young

Sarah Kosterman & 

   Joshua Downard

Sarah Merkle

Sarah Murdock

Scott Barrows

Shari Shelly

Shawn Aldridge

Sigi Allen

Sonia Wildish

Starr Hathaway & Sabrina Stenhoj

Stephanie & Justin Salisbury

Stephen Cole

Steve Repicky

Summer & Austin Kathol

Susan Lewis Hillmann

Susan Turnblom & 

   Karl Morgenstern

Susanna Krch-Arkin

Tatyana Benko

Teja Vega

Tereso Luis Vasquez

Tracey Hanes

Travis Heeren

Tyler McCracken

Valicia & Isaac Erickson

Yolanda Mora-Lopez

Contributions   
April 5th, 2023 to Sept. 18th, 2023

New Members
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Allen Johnson & Susan Brody

Andrzej Proskurowski

Andy Kern & Amy Lovett

Anonymous

Bernard Robe

Betsy Parry

Blaine Yoho

Bob Foster

Brandy Rodtsbrooks

Carol Babcock

Carol Carver

Charles L. Thomas

Christopher Bartos

Christopher Fralick

Cynthea McIntosh

David & Cheri Reinhard

Diana Barkelew

Donald & JP Persyn

Douglas C. Anderson

Elyse Thompson

Flora Winters & Alex Turner

Gail Baker & Clayton Gautier

Gail Harris

Gary Davis

Gary Ladenes

George Chrones

Ginny Reich

Gordon Christianer

Helen & David Beardsworth

Jacque Travis & Mark Siemens

Jerry & Sandra South

Jim & Gail Ritz

Joanna Merson

Joe & Julia Warner

John Olson

Judith Shirk

Judy Evitt

Kathleen Poole

Kathy Giesen

Lane County Commissioner 

   Laurie Trieger

Levi Strauss Foundation

Lisa Buscho

Liz Kurtz

Lynda Pond

Marcy Easton & Taylor Pence

Mary Bromley

Mary Bushey

Mary Stafford

Monica Ozwoeld

Nan May

Pam Farmer

Peter & Penelope Daugherty

Reida & Charles Kimmel

Richard Tromel

Rob & Erla King

Robert J. Cummings

Ronald & Cecilia Head

Sabina Schievelbein

Sara & Oliver Snowden

Sasha Salko

Simrat Kaur Annski Williams

Sonia Wildish

Stephen Jones & Kay Hayford

Stephen Ramey & Kelly Fitzpatrick

Steven & Susan Hodges

Steven Pringle & Esther Foss

Teresa Prussak-Wieckowska

Valerie & Daniel Close

Vern Katz

Vikkie Barnum

Virginia Offenbacher

William Bishop

General Contributions

Donations to Programs
Sponsored Family 
Memberships:
Ann Muller

Anonymous

Barbara Dumbleton

Becky Crowe & Joe Banks

Bernard Robe

Blair Irvine & Beverly Jackson

Brian Holte & Kimberly Strong

Charles & Elizabeth Search

Charlotte Helmer

Courtney Abbott

Emily Heilbrun

Gail Harris

Harold E. Hushbeck Jr.

Jean & Bud Murphy

Jim & Gail Ritz

Jonathan & Sarah Kehl

Judith Sawyer 

Lauren Herbert & 

   Kenneth Watkins

Laurie & Jay Wilde

Margot McDonnell

Maria Kalnbach

Mary Merkle

Mary Pattyn

Peg Boulay & Bruce Newhouse

Peggy Funkhouser

Richard Turk

Sarah Ulerick

The Bowman Family

Therese Bauer & Lynn Lary

William & Lynn Buskirk

Accesible Trails:
Anne Niemiec & David Kolb

Barbara Shirk

Bruce Abel & Gail Richards

Charles & Elizabeth Search

Cynthea McIntosh

David German

Doreen Kilen

Dottie & James Dougher

Fraser MacDonald

Fred Tepfer & Kate Bollons

Garry & Sandy Swanson

Gerald Jacobson

John & Denise Smith

Jonathan & Molly Stafford

Judith Eisen

Katherine Bragg

Lila Harper

Lisa Bohannan

Mark Horney & Sharon Reed

Renee Nelson

Rob Horner & Polly Ashworth

Ruth Anne & Bob Fraley

Sarah Ulerick

Sidney Baum

Susan Archbald

Tim & Linda King

Thomas Boyd

Tom & Patti Barkin

Education:
Ellen Paulus

Emily Huston

Josephine & Peter von Hippel

Judy & Gary Carter

Kathleen Ebbage

Stephen & Jill Paulson

Site:
Jim Gent

John & Cheryl Courtnage

Laurie & Jay Wilde

Robin Biesecker

Interpretation:
John Koenig

Shirley Marie Raven

Steve & Joyce Seyler

In-Kind:
Café Mam

Charles Little & Co. 

Bigfoot Beverages

Yogi Tea

Plank Town Brewing Co.

The Bread Stop

Rue 25

Purchased Gift Memberships Commemorations
In Memory of John Hartman--Barbara Clark, Brian B, Bryna Livingston, Carey Clouse, 

Deborah Galardi, Douglas Camp, Holly Zoog, Jessica & Pete Linscott, Judith Knapp,

Keith  McConnell & Kathy Gibbs, Kylia Bussey, Linda Wachter, Marie Dochnahl, Mary Leoni, Mary 

Pat Brennan, MB Barlow, Mercedes Piesco, Nancy Brenza, Robyn Kress, Sue Craig

In Memory of Ryan Huisman--Katheryne Bekkedahl, Mary Jo Huisman

In Memory of DaddyO Gresham--Ashley Cate

In Memory of Rhoda Love--Bernard Robe

In Memory of C. Bruce Kilen--Doreen Kilen

In Memory of Andrzej Wieckowski--Teresa Prussak-Wieckowska

In Memory of Anne Bowman--The Bowman Family

A-Ply Construction, LLC

Coast Fork Farm Stand

Eairth Offerings with Julia Siporin

Eugene True Value Hardware

Euro-Asian & Stadium Automotive

KLCC

Landarc Landscaping

Morning Glory Cafe

Mountain Rose Herbs

Patricia A. Atkins, CRS

   Better Homes & Gardens |        

   Equinox

QBooks Help, LLC

Sundance Natural Foods

Unwind, Inc.

Business Memberships
Thank You, Business Members!

Agina Hale

Alex Harrison and James Wheeler

Ami Bear

Ann Miller

Chiyomi Ingram

Emily Erickson & Edgar Lopez

Evangelyn Visser

Hazel Van Norman

Heather Hawthorne

Jane Cramer

Jill Baxter

Jonathan & Sarah Kehl

Julia Woolley

Julianna Whittaker

Kristy Kelel

Leo Cytrynbaum

Mary Merkle

Meorah Solar

Rachel Turner & Bryan Ribelin

Rose & Kevin Burke

Tobias & Carly Policha

Tracey Lewis
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Membership Dues

   Student/Senior/Guide $40

   Individual $50

   Family $60

   Sponsor $75

   Supporting $100

   Sustaining $250

   Business $100-$1,000 - call!

Other Contributions
   Sponsor a Family Membership          $60

   Unrestricted           

   Interpretive Program 

   Endowment Fund 

   “In Honor of” or “In Memory of” 

Name of person receiving tribute ______________________ 

Please mail your membership and/or contributions to:

Mount Pisgah Arboretum

34901 Frank Parrish Road • Eugene, OR 97405

All contributions and dues are tax-deductible. IRS #23-7345974

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

    

I want to help families discover nature 

with a gift of $ __________ 

Membership $ ______  + Donation $ ______ = Total Contribution $________

Please keep my donation anonymous.

Address Service Requested

Mushroom Festival October 29th!
Advance Tickets Required

Sponsor a Family Membership!

The Arboretum is working with community partners to

provide sponsored memberships to underserved families

in our community. Give others the gift of nature!


