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T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  M O U N T  P I S G A H  A R B O R E T U M

TREE TIMETREE TIME

Celebrating 50 Years at the Heart of 
Our Community

In 1973, founder Barbara Newton described Mount Pisgah Arboretum as “a gift from 

one generation to the next”. Barbara passed last year, but for half  a century people have 

enjoyed the benefits of  the gift she helped create. 

In the context of  a single human life, fifty years is a long time. But this place we call 

Mount Pisgah has a much deeper legacy. This land has supported human and more 

than human life for untold thousands of  years. Long before the arrival of  European 

settlers, what is now called Mount Pisgah was part of  the traditional homelands of  the 

Kalapuya people. Remembering that history on this milestone anniversary helps put 

our love for this special place in a broader frame.

Fifty years ago, the community made a long-term 

investment in this place. In January of  ‘73 a small 

group that had been talking about a new arboretum for 

years, officially established the non-profit organization 

that became Mount Pisgah Arboretum. Later that year 

the real work began, and before long Howard Buford 

Recreation Area and Mount Pisgah Arboretum were 

open to the public. Fast forward to today, and the 

community’s ongoing investment continues to pay 

dividends for visitors, for the land, and for the future.

Your support has brought us a long way. Every foot of  

trail, every meadow reclaimed from blackberries, and 

every school field trip has been a community endeavor. 

Together we have weathered economic downturns, 

major political swings, and a pandemic, and we are 

still here at the heart of  our community. With your 

continuing support, the Arboretum will keep giving back 

for many generations to come.

by Brad van Appel, Executive Director

In This Issue:
• Reunion Update

• Events Update

• Remembering Rhoda Love

• Education Report

• Site Report

The Arboretum in August, 1973. Photos from 
archive.
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Mount Pisgah Arboretum is a nonprofit 

organization with a mission to engage 

people with nature through interactive 

learning and stewardship. 

Mount Pisgah Arboretum is located 

on the traditional homelands of  the 

Kalapuya people. The Kalapuya people 

were forcibly dispossessed of  their 

homeland and moved to reservations 

in western Oregon by the United States 

government following treaties in the 

1850’s. Today the Kalapuya people are 

largely citizens of  the Confederated 

Tribes of  Grand Ronde and the 

Confederated Tribes of  Siletz Indians. 

We acknowledge that the Arboretum 

is on occupied lands, and express our 

respect for the Kalapuya. We humbly 

honor their past, present, and future, and 

are committed to finding meaningful 

ways to recognize their enduring legacy 

in the region.
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Building a United Future

As we celebrate the 50th birthday of  Mount Pisgah Arboretum and Howard Buford 

Recreation Area, the Arboretum and the Friends of  Buford Park & Mt. Pisgah continue 

working on reuniting our two organizations. We started on the path toward rejoining 

forces more than a year ago, and while the process has been slower than expected, we 

are moving forward. Our shared vision of  a unified organization caring for this special 

place has sustained our efforts. 

One manifestation of  that effort is our new joint project to improve trail accessibility 

at Mount Pisgah for people with disabilities. The Friends and the Arboretum are now 

actively working together with other community partners to create more accessible trail 

loops that can provide new opportunities to enjoy nature for under-served members of  

our community. The first results of  this work can already be seen in the Arboretum, 

and more accessible trail loops in other areas of  the park are coming soon.

In the midst of  this progress, the Friends are undergoing a change of  leadership. 

After three years of  dedicated service, Janelle McCoy has decided to step down as 

the Friends’ Executive Director to pursue other interests. We thank her for being a 

committed partner in launching the reunion, and wish her the best in her next chapter.

And as we forge ahead towards our next chapter, the future looks bright! A combined 

organization will be more efficient and effective, and the community’s support for the 

Lane County Parks funding levy will ultimately result in more resources coming to 

Mount Pisgah. However, levy funds won’t be available until 2024, and there is a lot of  

work to be done in the meantime. Bringing our two organizations together will come 

with costs for staff  time and expert assistance. We hope you’ll consider making an extra 

contribution to support this important work.

Caring for Mount Pisgah has been a community endeavor from the start. Thank you 

for being an important part of  that community. 

by Brad van Appel, Executive Director

Events Update
Mount Pisgah Arboretum is continuing its legacy of  love as we head into our next 50 

years of  serving this wonderful, supportive community and our 37th year of  hosting 

weddings! There is nothing more romantic than saying your vows beneath the boughs, 

and our White Oak Pavilion continues to be a favorite venue. In fact, we have already 

filled up our 2023 season, and are now booking for 2024 events.

At the end of  October our Mushroom Festival was a thriving success. We were thrilled 

to offer a full-size festival and the wonderfully weird Oregon weather blessed us with a 

gorgeous day to enjoy all of  the food, art and fun that we had all been missing. Looking 

forward, we are working hard to create another beautiful year of  growth and prosperity 

to match the long-standing history of  the Arboretum. We hope you will share it with 

us!

by B. Rothweiler, Venue Manager



Lichen Project 
Updates

Photo by August Jackson

As you walk through the 

Arboretum, you will find 

benches strategically placed  

for optimal views or a spot to 

rest. Most of  these benches are 

built in memory of  a loved one 

after their death, but not all of  

them. Some people love the 

Arboretum so much they ask 

for a commemorative bench to 

be built while they are alive to 

enjoy it. Rhoda and Glen Love 

sponsored such a bench in 2004, 

with a plaque reading, "Rhoda 

Love & Family, Trusting in 

Trees." It was their way of  honoring the special place the Arboretum had in Rhoda’s 

heart.

Rhoda Love, PhD, died in October of  2022, and we want to take a moment to share 

her special place in the Arboretum’s history, and in our hearts. Rhoda was well known 

to many in the wider community as a botany instructor at Lane Community College, 

and for years she was the only woman in the science department. This led to her being 

a strong mentor for women in her courses. She taught hundreds of  students, in both 

classrooms and the field, sharing her fascination with native plants.

While she was teaching at LCC, she began her long relationship with the Arboretum, 

where her natural leadership unfurled: she co-founded the annual Wildflower Festival 

in 1980, and utilized the opportunity for her botany students to contribute to the event. 

She was also the Festival poster artist for seven years. Rhoda was the first “regular” 

employee of  the Arboretum, serving as a grant writer and administrative assistant. She 

wrote the first Arboretum guidebook, A Natural History of  the Southern Willamette Valley, 

the current edition of  which is still being used to train volunteer nature guides. She also 

served on the Board of  Directors as president and secretary. Not least, she volunteered 

in many capacities: leading plant walks and workshops, writing plant lists, and keeping 

her hand in the annual Wildflower Festival.

Rhoda’s intelligence, hard work, and passion for sharing plant knowledge extended 

far beyond teaching and botanizing. In addition to decades of  commitment to the 

Arboretum, she was a longtime member of  the Native Plant Society of  Oregon where 

she held many leadership roles and was known for helping out at whatever level 

was needed. She also helped with the foundation and growth of  the Oregon Flora 

Project, was editor of  the Oregon Flora Newsletter for 18 years, and assisted with the 

development of  Oregon Flora’s three-volume reference Flora of  Oregon. 

There will be a celebration of  Rhoda’s life on Saturday, April 15, 2023, from 1 to 3 p.m. 

at the Arboretum's White Oak Pavilion.

Remembering Rhoda Love: 
"Flowers Forever"                                                               

Volunteers are currently 

recording observations of lichen 

species along trails across Mount 

Pisgah, specifically focusing on 

locating sensitive lichen species. 

This project is establishing a 

baseline understanding of lichen 

distributions on Mount Pisgah 

and identifying locations of 

highest quality habitat. 
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By the end of January, the Lichen 

Inventory Project had produced 

almost 800 verified observations 

of lichens, representing more 

than 60 species! A report will be 

released in mid-spring following 

the culmination of the project.

Photo by August Jackson

Photo by Jennifer Love
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One of  the many wonderful attributes 

Oregonians have is resiliency–and this fall 

was no different. With ongoing wildfires 

and poor air quality, we worked closely with 

school teachers and volunteers to reschedule 

days for our beloved field trips. Many schools 

haven’t been able to return for Discovery 

Tours since 2019 and we were happy to 

provide much needed reunions with nature!

Volunteer Nature Guides are the necessary 

component to keep Discovery Tour field trips 

going, and  it has been a pleasure getting to 

know many of  the returning volunteers this 

season! Joining the Arboretum staff  you 

learn quickly of  the passion many members 

and Nature Guides hold for this place. I am grateful to continue learning together and 

growing our dedicated group as we look towards a bountiful spring. If  you are also 

interested in nature and opportunities to help local students get outside, please reach 

out to us to learn about how to become a volunteer Nature Guide!

Along with the return of  field trips we also continued our regular family walks this fall 

and winter. These two hour strolls through the Arboretum are a great way to engage 

all ages of  your household, and typically run on non-school days or weekends. From 

acorn processing to winter solstice scavenger hunts, each family walk revolves around 

a nature-based theme. You can expect more science experiments and hands-on fun on 

our upcoming walks! 

Although I have only recently joined the 

Arboretum team, I have been learning 

some of  the history this special place 

holds. Summer day camps where kids 

make lasting memories, Nature Guides 

who have continued with the program 

through a changing world, and many more 

achievements both big and small made by 

dedicated individuals. Our resiliency lies 

within the ability to look at our history, 

learn from it, and challenge ourselves when 

looking to new horizons. I look forward 

to working together to build educational 

programs which inspire and bolster 

connections. See you out here!

Education Report                                                                           
by Sara Spoden, Education Manager

Photo by Sara Spoden

Photo by Sara Spoden

Become a 
Volunteer 

Nature Guide!

We're looking for 

passionate volunteers 

interested in the natural 

world and engaging youth 

in the outdoors!

Photo by August Jackson

Join us for volunteer 

orientation night!

March 20th, 5-7pm

at the Arboretum's White 

Oak Pavilion.

To sign up, email Education 

Manager Sara Spoden:

education@

mountpisgaharboretum.org

Photo by August Jackson
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Site Report

Over the past 50 years, we have adapted and 

improved the Arboretum to meet the needs 

of  our members and park visitors. The site 

went from dense blackberry patches, roaming 

livestock, and very little access for visitors 

to where we now provide access to multiple 

ecosystems within the Arboretum, interpretive 

exhibits for interactive learning, and miles of  

trails throughout. All of  this work and progress 

that has led us to this point would not have been 

possible without the help and support from our 

members, countless volunteers, and our partners. 

To start the year, we will be completing the work on the education building’s 

foundation and will be reopening it to use by late spring. Other facility projects on the 

docket are installing bird deterrents on more windows throughout the Arboretum and 

beginning the process for replacing aging roofs on some structures.

Throughout the trail system we are continuing to 

improve where we can. We are currently working 

on two universal access loops and one barrier free 

loop within the existing trail system. We will finish 

up the basic implementation of  these loops in the 

early part of  this year but will make improvements 

to sections as we get feedback from users. We 

will also be looking to reroute a section of  the 

Riverbank Trail away from an eroding bank. 

Across the rest of  the site we are continuing our 

battle with blackberries, with Site Assistant Josh 

Head and volunteer Bryan Ribelin leading the 

charge this winter. We will be replanting some 

areas that the blackberries were removed from 

but many of  these areas have an established 

plant community that’s been suppressed by the 

blackberries. For the areas that will be planted 

we will do those plantings during some of  our 

upcoming work parties and community events. 

If  you’re interested in attending any of  the 

upcoming work parties, please contact Patrick 

Wegner at Habitat@mountpisgaharboretum.

org or watch for upcoming events in our 

E-newsletter.

By Patrick Wegner, Habitat and Trails ManagerSave the Date!

Wildflower Festival 

2022!

Sunday, May 21st, 10am-5pm

Tickets on sale in early April

In partnership with the Native Plant 

Society of Oregon-Emerald Chapter and 

Lane Community College

Photos by August Jackson

Photo by August Jackson

Photo by Patrick Wegner

Photo by August Jackson
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Commemorations
In Memory of Freeman Rowe--Dan Luoma & Joyce Eberhart, John Spoden, Kathy Robertson, 

Stephen Heider & Pam Reber

In Memory of Rhoda Love--Gail Baker & Clayton Gautier, Helen Rockett, Ludwig Deringer

In Memory of Cynthia Rose Dickinson--Laura Fisher, Aviation Supplies & Academics

In Memory of Janie King--Marie T. Bennett-Setchko

In Memory of Rich Hardy--Tristin Hardy

In Memory of Francis Kemler-Liane McIrvin

In Memory of Art Johnson-Lorna Baldwin

In Memory of Joseph Alsup--Joseph Houston Alsup Living Trust

In Memory of Chico--Tracy McGeehan

In Memory of Gregg Lobisser--Lorraine Vijayakar

In Memory of Joann Butler--Glen Butler & Jessica Friedman

In Honor of John Ballantine--Amory Cervarich

In Honor of Judi Giberson & Annamarie Mitchell--Sue Dockstader & Steen Mitchell
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Unwind, Inc.

Business Memberships
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Sponsored Family 
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Anderson

Charles & Elizabeth Search
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Faye McMurtry
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Kathleen Woodley

Laura Anderson

Linda Guadagni

Lorraine Boose

Lowren Giscombe

Mary Hogan

Nicole Piehl

Pam Brills & Chris Wesely

Sandra Kalnins

Scott Burgwin

Sue Dockstader & Steen Mitchell

Suzanne Staples

Tracy Scharn

Valeria & Stephen Clarke

Virginia Donohue

Weldon Family

Education:
Bea Fontana

Doreen Vaughan

Eric Burgh

Emerald Empire Kiwanis Club

Esther Jacobson Tepfer

Frank Keim

James D & Laura C. Marshall   

   Charitable Fund

John Spoden

Julie Hulme

Mary G. Brogdon

Reunion Fund:
Chambers Family Foundation

Site:
Robert A. Hibschman

Steven Pringle & Esther Foss

Weldon Family

In-Kind:
KLCC

Anonymous

Audrey Garrett 

Barbara Blanchard

Brian Shelton-Kelley

Carole & Mike Goerger

Cindy Stenard

Claudia Rich

Cynthia Roberts

Donna Adams

Donna M Napier

Elizabeth Schapira

Emilie & Doug Toomey

Emma Rinaldi

Erin Holman

Erin Shreve

Hyacinthe Naraguma

Jeffrey Bailey
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Jessica Fox

Jill Middleton

Joshua Gordon

Judy Kloos
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Krista Bothman

Linn Cooper

Lisa Siegle

Patricia Dunn

Rebeca and Erik Groomer

Ruth Loew

Stephanie Swift

Steve Houston

Syndy Robart & Robert Harvey

Tobias & Carly Policha

Tristin Hardy

Thank You, Business Members!

Purchased Gift Memberships
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Membership Dues
   Student/Senior/Guide $40

   Individual $50

   Family $60

   Sponsor $75

   Supporting $100

   Sustaining $250

   Business $100-$1,000 - call!

Other Contributions
   Sponsor a Family Membership          $60

   Unrestricted           

   Interpretive Program 

   Endowment Fund 

   “In Honor of” or “In Memory of” 

Name of person receiving tribute ______________________ 

Please mail your membership and/or contributions to:

Mount Pisgah Arboretum

34901 Frank Parrish Road • Eugene, OR 97405

All contributions and dues are tax-deductible. IRS #23-7345974

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

    

I want to help families discover nature 
with a gift of $ __________ 

Membership $ ______  + Donation $ ______ = Total Contribution $________

Please keep my donation anonymous.

Address Service Requested

Discover Your Place in Nature!

Sponsor a Family Membership!

The Arboretum is working with community partners to

provide sponsored memberships to underserved families

in our community. Give others the gift of nature!


