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TREE TIMETREE TIME
A New Chapter for MPA
For more than fifteen years, I’ve had the privilege, honor, and pleasure of  working at 

one of  the most beautiful and beloved natural spaces in Oregon. Mount Pisgah receives 

more than half  a million visits each year. At the Arboretum, we have the opportunity 

to engage visitors in learning about and caring for the natural world, and to remind 

ourselves and others every day that nature is our home, it sustains and connects us all, 

and we have a responsibility to be good stewards of  the land.

I’ve had the profound pleasure to see how much the community appreciates this 

place. That was never more apparent than after the recent ice storms when so many 

volunteers and donors stepped up to help. The love for Mount Pisgah is palpable, and I 

am incredibly proud of  all that the Arboretum’s staff, volunteers, supporters, 

and the community as a whole have accomplished over its 51-year history. 

Being the Executive Director of  Mount Pisgah Arboretum has been the 

most rewarding experience I could ever have hoped for in life. But, a few 

months ago, I decided that the time had come for me to pass the baton 

of  leadership on to someone new, someone with the energy and vision to 

take the Arboretum to the next level. I plan to stay involved and active in 

the Arboretum community and I know that the community and all our 

supporters will remain firmly behind our work. The Board of  Directors and 

I have been working together on a plan for succession, and you can learn 

more about the Executive Director position on our website. 

In my time at Mount Pisgah Arboretum, I’ve seen the organization grow 

and flourish. We have substantially increased our staffing and our capacity. 

We’ve added educational programs and exhibits, and found creative new 

ways to teach people about the beauty and value of  local ecology. We’ve 

cared for and enhanced our habitats, trails, and facilities. And, most 

importantly, we have worked hard to send a message that this natural 

space, and all its educational resources, belong equally to everyone in 

the community. I can’t wait to see what the future holds for this beloved community 

treasure. – Brad van Appel, Executive Director

In This Issue:

• January's Ice Storm

• Nature Guide Profile

• Remembering Tim King

• Board Spotlight

• Nature Blog Update
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Mount Pisgah Arboretum is a nonprofit 

organization with a mission to engage 

people with nature through interactive 

learning and stewardship. 

Mount Pisgah Arboretum is located 

on the traditional homelands of  the 

Kalapuya people. The Kalapuya people 

were forcibly dispossessed of  their 

homeland and moved to reservations 

in western Oregon by the United States 

government following treaties in the 

1850’s. Today the Kalapuya people are 

largely citizens of  the Confederated 

Tribes of  Grand Ronde and the 

Confederated Tribes of  Siletz Indians. 

We acknowledge that the Arboretum 

is on occupied lands, and express our 

respect for the Kalapuya. We humbly 

honor their past, present, and future, and 

are committed to finding meaningful 

ways to recognize their enduring legacy 

in the region.
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www.MountPisgahArboretum.org 

Instagram: @MountPisgahArboretum 

 facebook.com/mountpisgaharboretum

The January ice storm 

that settled in the southern 

Willamette Valley over the 

weekend of  the 13th-16th 

varied in severity across the 

region, but was devastating for 

the Arboretum, and likely the 

most significant storm in many 

decades. This January storm 

was an order of  magnitude 

worse than the February 2014 

ice storm, which was then 

the most damaging in the 

Arboretum’s history.

An inch or more of  ice 

accumulated on trees across the 

Arboretum and persisted for four days. At least 500 whole 

trees were toppled, and many thousands lost significant portions of  their canopies. In 

some locations there appears to be at least a 50% reduction in canopy cover. Many of  

these trees will recover with epicormic branching, but for now the difference is stark. 

For those of  us with strong connections to this place, from staff  and board to members, 

volunteers, and regular visitors, there is an emotional impact to witnessing such 

extensive damage. We've been heartened by the outpouring of  support from the 

community. Many people have given generously to fund our recovery efforts, and more 

than 60 volunteers have contributed over 600 hours of  their time to assist with clean-up.

Excellent progress has been made and we are looking forward to welcoming visitors 

back in the coming weeks. Mount Pisgah will look a bit different. But fresh spring 

growth is already beginning to cover some of  the wounds.

– August Jackson, Interpretation Coordinator

A Historic Storm

Photo by Sara Spoden

Photo by Patrick Wegner

mailto:office@mountpisgaharboretum.org
www.mountpisgaharboretum.org
facebook.com/mountpisgaharboretum


Become a 

Volunteer 

Nature Guide!

We're looking for 

passionate volunteers 

interested in the natural 

world and engaging youth 

in the outdoors!
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Join us for volunteer 

orientation night!

March 12th, 4:30-5:30PM.

To sign up, email 

Education Manager Sara 

Spoden: education@

mountpisgaharboretum.org

What does volunteering mean to you? It may be an outlet for you to share your passion 

with like-minded folks, or a new venture to grow and develop while giving back to your 

community. I know for sure the Arboretum wouldn’t be the the institution it is today if  

it wasn’t for our dedicated volunteers.

Each one of  our Volunteer Nature Guides is a treasure, bringing their own approach to 

sharing nature with students. So as the Nature Guide program continues to grow, we 

will be highlighting the incredible people who commit their time, expertise, and vigor 

to this treasured educational component. 

In this issue of  Tree Time we would like to shine a light on Margie Aten, who shares 

her experience in the following message:

I’m a newbie Nature Guide having only been at 

it since April 2023, however I have hiked Mt. 

Pisgah 3-5 times a week for the last 30 years.  

Mt. Pisgah has been my sanctuary and I think 

guiding kids is a good way to give back to a 

place I love.  It’s been an amazing experience 

being a guide and learning about all the things 

I have walked over, next to, or on top of  and 

had no idea of  what was at my feet or up in the 

trees.  The kids have been a pleasure as well as 

entertaining.  One of  the best lines I heard from 

a 3rd grader was, “How about less talking and 

more walking!” When I’m not hiking at Mt. 

Pisgah I’m usually thinking about where I want 

to travel to next.

If  you are interested in learning more about our Nature Guide and Discovery Tour 

program for elementary students here at the Arboretum please email Sara Spoden at 

education@mountpisgaharboretum.org. – Sara Spoden, Education Manager

Nature Guide Profile                                                                         



Save the Date!

Wildflower Festival 
2024!

Sunday, May 19th, 
10am-5pm

Tickets on sale in early 
April

In partnership with the Native 

Plant Society of Oregon-Emerald 

Chapter and Lane Community 

College

Photos by August Jackson

Remembering Tim King
On December 2nd of  last year, the community came out to the Arboretum to celebrate 

the life of  Tim King. Tim was one of  the 

kindest and most caring people I’ve ever had 

the pleasure to know. He generously supported 

the Arboretum and volunteered his time and 

talents for more than twenty years.

Tim was a landscape architect who spent 

most of  his career at the University of  

Oregon supervising landscape and grounds 

maintenance operations. He brought that skill 

set to the Arboretum where he chaired the site 

committee, served on the Board of  Directors, 

including as Board President, and was always 

willing to roll up his sleeves and do whatever 

needed doing. 

In the final years of  his life, Tim developed 

ALS. While the disease steadily took away his physical capacity, Tim stayed positive. 

He became a champion of  the Arboretum’s work to make our trails and facilities more 

accessible to people with disabilities. 

Tim was a friend and a mentor to me, and I miss him dearly. When he passed, Tim’s 

wife Linda helped the Arboretum set up the Tim King Nature Accessibility Fund to 

support continued site improvements and programs to enable people of  all abilities to 

get out and enjoy nature. You can find more about this work and how to support it on 

our website. – Brad van Appel, Executive Director

Jessica Winans is the current board vice president and the Department Chair, Center 

for Teaching Excellence at Linn-Benton Community College. Of  her reasons for 

joining the board, Jess writes: 

When I moved to Springfield, the Arboretum and 

greater Buford Park area quickly became my favorite 

spot for trail running close to home. Upon becoming 

a parent, I started spending more time hiking the 

Arboretum trails and visiting the interpretative 

exhibits. For me, the Arboretum is a place for both 

community and solitude. It feels familiar while also 

triggering my child-like sense of  wonder. Joining the 

board was a way to give back to this place that is so 

special to me and my family, and it's fun to connect 

to my background in environmental and geography 

education. I hope that more of  our community, and 

especially families, will enjoy the Arboretum and our outstanding education programs.

Board Spotlight: Jessica Winans                                                                   
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13th Annual

Art in Nature!

Mount Pisgah Arboretum is 

seeking volunteer artists to create 

in situ works of art made of 

natural materials, which will be 

displayed during the Wildflower 

& Music Festival on Sunday, May 

19th, from 10am-5pm.

For more information, Email 

August Jackson at interpretation@

mountpisgaharboretum.org

Photos by August Jackson

For the past three and a half  years, 

we have hosted a nature blog on 

our website, made possible by the 

dedicated work of  two volunteers. 

The concept originated with Karen 

Richards, who authors the blog Insect 

Insights. Karen reached out to me in 

the summer of  2020, with an offer 

of  leading guided tours or providing 

some online content about insects. At 

that point in the pandemic our public 

tours were on hold, but Karen is a 

reporter for KLCC and was already 

maintaining a great personal blog 

about her insect discoveries. A bi-weekly 

nature blog seemed like a natural fit. Karen has now published nearly 80 blog posts and 

made some very neat discoveries. Karen says “I enjoy writing Insect Insights because 

I look forward to each step of  the process. I’ve seen new things nearly every week, 

for over 40 months, at Mount Pisgah. Some of  my favorites are the impossibly long-

antennaed fairy moths and the colorful, communal oak treehoppers.” Karen now also 

regularly leads insect tours during the summer.

Bryan Ribelin began regularly volunteering with the Arboretum in 2020, particularly 

focusing on habitat projects. It wasn’t long before we discovered that he, too, was 

maintaining an excellent personal blog. I asked Bryan if  he would be interested 

in contributing to our nature blog in the week between Karen’s posts, and he 

enthusiastically agreed. Bryan notes 

that for him “writing a blog has 

been an exercise in photography, 

journaling, researching, honing my 

observation skills, and staying curious 

about the natural world. It has also 

kept me motivated to regularly be out 

in nature and to keep exploring all of  

the fascinating life found at Mount 

Pisgah Arboretum.”

Through this ongoing blog series, 

Karen and Bryan are documenting 

the rich diversity of  life on Mount 

Pisgah, from a semi-aquatic moth 

(pictured at top) that lays eggs 

underwater in the Coast Fork 

Willamette River, to a muskrat making its home in the wetlands. We are privileged to 

have both of  these enthusiastic naturalists volunteering their time to share the wonders 

of  the local ecosystem with the public. If  you haven’t read the blog yet, make sure to 

take a look!– August Jackson, Interpretation Coordinator 

Nature Blog Update

Photo by Bryan Ribelin

Photo by Karen Richards
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Adam Graves

Adam Walsh

Alea Beckett & William See

Alecia & Ryan Gengler

Alison Mellander

Alli Langley

Alyssa Monroe

Amanda & Josh Lang

Amanda Swan

Amy Richarme

Andrea Callahan

Anne Daniels & Evan Farr

Ashley Hensley

Ashley Johnson

Aurora Mauri & Jesse Brewster

Becky Garrett

Belinda Bliss & Robert Steury

Beth Rose

Brandy Rose Molatore & 

   Maddy Ballas

Brenda Stebbeds

Camille Cioffi & Ian Nelson

Candis Spallina

Carolyn Boyd

Carolyn Graham

Casey Cruse

Cathy Brown

Cathy Hook

Chandra Paetsch

Chase Williams

Chelsea Ingram & 

   Clayton Williams

Christel Kaufman

Christian Colton

Christine Hall

Christy McElroy

Cindi Johnson & Everett Chandler

Crystal & Bob Solsbak

Dan Cash & Stacey Wagner

Danielle & Mark Typinski

Deborah Helleseth

Elaine Mitchell

Elaine Steenson

Elena Amodeo

Ellen Abell & Tom Rigell

Emily Ryan

Emma Jane

Ertugrul & Dagmar Demircan

Ethan Shuler

Gabriel Thomas

Gail Apte

Grace Goldrich-Middaugh &    

   Valerie Chang

Haisu Huang

Haley Burrill

Hilaria Rodriguez

Isaiah Lacerda

Jackie Loutzenheiser

James & Kristine Lewis

Janet Wagner & Christopher Rubin

Jeffrey Lange & Melissa Woo

Jeffrey Schroeder & 

   Lauren Lanahan

Jennifer Seamans

Jeramy & Destiny Daniels

Jeremy Reynolds

Jocelyn Reynolds & 

   Emmett Saulnier

John Crumpton

John Sherlock

Joseph Dellert & Nancy Buffum

Joseph Limoli

Judy Li

Julie Collins

Julie Yates

Julissa Favela & Larry Wikander

Karen & Stephen Layfield

Karen Segerstrom

Karl Bachman & Helen Fitting

Kate Bentz

Katherine & Jonathan Brundan

Kathleen Taylor

Kathryn Swick

Kiana Ringuette

Killian Condon & Hannah Lavelle

Kristin Grieger

Laura & Jim Jewell

Laura Bates

Leslie Levy

Lisa & Jay Namyet

M Janise Augur & Roger Schaljo

Madelyn & Ryan O'Connell

Mary Carney

Maryanne Page

Max Horrocks

Michael Weinerman & 

   Lindsey Adkisson

Michaela & Benjamin Teem

Molly Kennedy & Brent Harrison

Molly McCabe

Mor Schlesinger & Mai Texerman

Ohana Foley

Oriana Chafe & 

   Andrew Collins-Anderson

Patricia Raney

Patrick & Vilija Hudson

Pattiebuff  Bear

Peggy Fisher

Philip Faulconer & Jaime Goldberg

Rachel & Conor Henderson

Reilly Lin

Richard Tromel

Richard Wooton

Robert Garraz

Robert Zacks

Robyn Hathcock

Ron Budd

Samuel Cornell & Kristen Bell

Scott Robertson

Sean Gonzalez

Shay Kim & Mani Elendil

Shelley Tinkham

Sophia Bethel

Stacey Hawks & Tom Hrouda

Stephen Rust

Suzanne & David Marken

Theresa & Craig Congdon

Thomas Bachelder

Thomas Nesbit

Thomas Sturomski

Timothy Josi

Toni Moore

Tori Farr

Vicky Schneider

Victoria & Michael DeLuise

Wayne Stuckey & Sherri Lange

Zach Roberts & Jennie Guyan

Contributions   
Sept. 19th, 2023 to January 19th, 2023

New Members

Adam Zucker

Adrienne Borg

Allan Gemmell & 

   Martha McMillen

Amy Doane

Andrzej Proskurowski

Angela VanKrause

Ann & Chuck Gibson

Ann Bettman

Anonymous

Arthur Sather

Audrey Weiss

Aurore Maren

Barbara Ann Moore

Barbara Bryson & 

   Mitchell Boriskin

Barbara Shirk

Bea Fontana

Betsy (Elizabeth) Halpern

Bonnie Houston

Brenda Ramsdell

Brian & Polly Caughey

Bruce Abel & Gail Richards

Café Mam

Cameron McCarthy Landscape          

   Architecture & Planning

Charles & Beth Ryer

Charles & Elizabeth Search

Charles L. Thomas

Charlotte & Bryan Kreitlow

Chaz & Sabine Dutoit

Cheryl Hunt

Christine Nordenson

Christopher Bartos

Cynthia Lewis-Berry

Dancing Bear's Rocks & Minerals

David & Judy Berg

David Strutin

Debbie Krakauer

Dee Etzwiler & Rob Thallon

Diane Batenhorst

Dianne Cunningham

Dianne Dugaw & Amanda Powell

Don Corson

Doreen Kilen

Douglas C. Anderson

Drs. Catherine Kordesch & 

   David Fryefield

Edwin E. & June E. Cone Fund of    

   Oregon Community Foundation

Elizabeth E. Wood

Elizabeth Lathrop

Elizabeth Vollmer-Buhl

Emerald Empire Kiwanis Club

Erik Burke

Eugene True Value Hardware

Everlasting Opportunities Giving  

   Fund

Faye McMurtry

Fraser MacDonald

Fred Tepfer and Kate Bollons

Gail Harris

Gary Davis

George Cardenas

Grant and Shirley Brown

Gregory & Heather Nieckarz

Gwynne McClure

Howard Bonnett & Judi       

   Horstmann

Jake & Gail Bradshaw

Jane Beckwith

Jane Beeghly

Jeff  Ryder

Jennifer Ellis

Jennifer Lippert

Jessica Winans & Weston Miller

Joan Davis

Joe & Beckala Millon

Jonathan & Molly Stafford

José Domínguez

Julie Barnas

Julie Daniel

Julie Hulme

Karen Silfies

Katherine Fraser

Kathryn Kemp

Kathy Fairchild

Kathy Heerema

Kellie Green

Laura & Dave Winkleblack

Leslie Harris & Charles Patton

Lorraine & Mason Davis

Louise Reinka

M Janise Augur & Roger Schaljo

Margie Aten

Mariah Acton & Jeremy Sher

Marianne Ober & 

   James Livingston

Marilyn Odell

Mark & Lori Stern

Martha Jones

Mary Darold-Tanner

Mary Parthemer

Mary Stafford

Melinda Grier & Jerry Lidz

Melissa & Volga Koval

Michael & Patti McNutt

Nancy Hoecker

Nancy Miller

Pam Brills & Chris Wesely

Pam Farmer

Patricia Baker

Patricia Bryan

Peggy Dame 

Professors Forell & Hildreth

Rachel & Jack Jordan

Randall Bryson

Rebecca Briggs

Rebecca Hale

Renee Irvin

Richard & Charlotte Zeller

Richard & Susan Guilford

Rob Daugherty

Robert J. Cummings

Robert Swank

Robin Cochran

Roger Garver

Ron Saylor & Pam Whyte

Sandy Poinsett

Sarah Ulerick

Sasha Salko

Seleucia Sivad 

Shannon Boyd & Jonathan Bilenki

Steve Dwight

Steven Baker

Sue Dockstader & Steen Mitchell

Summer Harris

Susan Engbretson

Susanne Twight-Alexander

Sylvia Emory

Teresa Damron & Nathaniel Sperry

Thomas Coleman Jr

Thomas Kinane

Timothy Bishop

Tom Keating

Tylar Merrill

Victoria Skellcerf

General Contributions

We are deeply grateful to everyone who contributed generously to storm recovery efforts! 
Donors will be acknowledged in the spring issue of Tree Time.
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Commemorations

In Memory of John Hartman--Colleen Harley, Elizabeth Bohls, Jerry Amundson, Lyn R., 

   Sally O'Donnell

In Memory of Dave Donielson--Bob Groth, Jeff  Rosendale, Leslie Levy, Michael & Margie Sobol,

   Ron & Nancy Smith, Steve Schwanke

In Memory of Freeman Rowe--Stephen Heider & Pam Reber, Dan Luoma & Joyce Eberhart

In Memory of Megan Janssen O'Connell--Colleen O'Connell

In Memory of Francis Kemler--Liane McIrvin

In Memory of Andrea, Beloved Daughter--Linda Gray

In Memory of Cheryl Roffe--Shirley Roffe

In Memory of Hal Hartzell--Sunshine Kesey

In Memory of Colene A. Doll--Robert Swank

In Honor of Cocoa and Frieda–Josie Brosnan & Tony Schlegel

In Honor of Priscilla Gould–Valerie & Daniel Close

In Honor of August Jackson–Charlotte & Bryan Kreitlow

In Honor of Benjamin Marckmann–Rebecca Hale

In Honor of Bruce Williams–Carolyn Graham

In Honor of CAHOOTS–Adam Walsh

In Honor of Ellen B. Zimmerman–Teri Strong

In Celebration of Sara Tepfer and Adrian Van–Julie Barnas

A-Ply Construction, LLC

Eairth Offerings with Julia Siporin

Eugene True Value Hardware

Euro-Asian & Stadium Automotive

KLCC

Landarc Landscaping

Morning Glory Cafe

Mountain Rose Herbs

Patricia A. Atkins, CRS

   Better Homes & Gardens |        

   Equinox

Tree Climbing Eugene

Sundance Natural Foods

Business Memberships

Thank You, Business Members!

Donations to Programs
Sponsored Family 
Memberships:
Adrienne Borg

Ann & Chuck Gibson

Anne Forrestel

Bart & Jan McKee

Bob Warren & Mary Maggs

Brian & Polly Caughey

Carl Bybee

Carol Namkoong

Chandra LeGue & Eric Anderson

Coleen Miller

Dan Luoma & Joyce Eberhart

Diane Batenhorst

Faye McMurtry

Jan Cox

Jeffrey Lange & Melissa Woo

Judith Eisen

Karen Wallace

Kathy Robertson

Katie McInnis & Max Rinaldi

Ken Minchella & Claudia Fischer

Linda Guadagni

Lorna Baldwin

Lorraine Vijayakar

Marcella & Taylor Pence

Mariah Acton & Jeremy Sher

Mary Hogan

Michael & Patti McNutt

Nicole Piehl

Rebecca Hale

Sandra Kalnins

Sara Worl

Sarah MacArthur & Jim Kidd

Sarah Ulerick

Stephen Heider & Pam Reber

Teresa Damron & Nathaniel Sperry

Tracy Scharn & Ryan Foote

Tim King Trail 
Accessibility Fund:
Anne Forrestel

Barb Bellamy

Barbara & Ross West

Bonnie & Jim Martin

Bonnie Gibson

Catherine Briner

Charlotte Helmer & Michael Land

Christine Richman

Cindy Stenard

Connie Kentta

Deborah Eason

Ernie & Greta Pressman

Frances & Thomas Dyke

Gwen Steigelman

James G Martin & 

   Bonnie G Martin

John & Normandy Helmer

Judith Newman

Karen Richman

Karyn Kaplan

Kathryn Richman

Kay Coots

Lann & Melody Leslie

Linda King

Mary & Dennis Arendt

Melinda Grier & Jerry Lidz

Mike & Marianne Dyer

Mike Eyster

Minalee Saks

Molly Kennedy & Brent Harrison

Nelda & James Miller

Scott Pengelly

Susan Hilton

Teresa Wilson

Willy Hart

Education:
Anonymous

Frank Keim

Marcella & Taylor Pence

Stephanie Cannon

Habitat & Trails:
Carolyn Graham

Derek Yergler

Glenn Buchanan

Henry Stender

Kathleen McGrew

Linda Franklin

Paul & Heather Halpern

Sandra & Hugh Townsend

Teri Strong

In-Kind:
Café Mam

Me & Moore

Mushroom Festival 
Sponsors:
Mountain Rose Herbs

Eugene True Value Hardware

KLCC

Sundance Natural Foods

Patricia A. Atkins, CRS

   Better Homes & Gardens |        

   Equinox

The Mycelium Fund of  Oregon   

   Community Foundation
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Membership Dues

   Student/Senior/Guide $40

   Individual $55

   Family $75

   Supporting $100

   Sustaining $250

Other Contributions
   Sponsor a Family Membership          $75

   Unrestricted           

   Interpretive Program 

   Endowment Fund 

   “In Honor of” or “In Memory of” 

Name of person receiving tribute ______________________ 

Please mail your membership and/or contributions to:

Mount Pisgah Arboretum

34901 Frank Parrish Road • Eugene, OR 97405

All contributions and dues are tax-deductible. IRS #23-7345974

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

    

I want to help families discover nature 

with a gift of $ __________ 

Membership $ ______  + Donation $ ______ = Total Contribution $________

Please keep my donation anonymous.

Address Service Requested

Sponsor a Family Membership!

The Arboretum is working with community partners to

provide sponsored memberships to underserved families

in our community. Give others the gift of nature!


